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To;  The  Ghairman  and  Members  of  the 

Deudraeth  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen p 

I beg  to  submit  the  report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  during  the  year  1950. 

Dr.I.P.Nelis  relint^i ished  the  post  of  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  November  and  I wish  to  thank 
her  for  the  help  given  to  me  in  completing  this  report 
also  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  co-operation 
of  the  Clerk  and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  District 
Council. 

E.  WILLIAMS.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H. 

District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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SECTION  A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Rural  District 

75s500  i 

Rateable  Value 

£21 ,964 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 

figures) 

6,996 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£83 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(according  to  the  Rate  Books)  at 
end  of  year 

2,600 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births  1.13 

Deaths  0.86 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  - 102 

Births  (Live)  ~ 102 

Births  (still)  - Nil 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000  1h.98 

POPULATION 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Total  6l  4l 

Legitimate  53  38 

Illegitimate  8 3 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (percentage  of  Total  Live  Births) 

= 10.7 


DEATHS 

Total  Number  - 103 

Males  49  Females  54 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 14*87 

1949  figures  - 13*98 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR 


Total  5 

Males  Females 

Total  2 3 

Legitimate  2 2 

Illegitimate  0 1 


Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births)  - 

1949  figures 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 
Mortality(per  1,000  live  biths) 


49*01 

30.53 

39*4 


\ 


9*7 
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DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  4 
WEEKS 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females 

1 3 

1 2 


0 


1 


MTERNAL  MORTALITY 

(Deaths  connected  v/ith  childbirth  and  pregnancy  ) - Nil. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 
Total  - 20 

Rate  per  1 pOOO  population  - 2,8 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 
Total  - 2 

Rate:  per  1,000  population  --  0.28 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

■ One  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

One  Sanitary  Inspector 

(2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

IfVater  analysis  (chemical)  carried  out  by  Mr. Harold  Lowe, 
Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  analysis  (bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Aberystvi^y th. 

(3)  AIViBULAl^TGE  FACILITIES 

There  is  one  motor  ambulance  stationed  in  the  Area. 

(4)  INFANT  1/1/ELFARE  CLINICS 

Penrhyndeudraeth  - held  fortnightly  in  the  Aelwyd  Building, 

Harlech  - held  monthly  at  the  Free  Library. 

Trawsfynydd  - held  monthly  at  the  Congregational  Chapel 

Vestry. 


(5)  ANTE  NATAI.  CLINICS 

Held  at  the  Outpatients  Department,  Memorial  Hospital, 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog  every  two  weeks. 

(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

Held  fortnightly  at  the  Women's  Institute  Building.  The 
clinic  is  attended  regularly  by  the  Orthopaedic  Specialist. 

(7)  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC 

Held  every  Friday  at  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 

(8)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Immunis- 
ation of ’babies  and  young  children  is  carried  out  at  the 
Primary  Schools. 
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(9)  HOSPITALS 


There  is  no  hospital  within  the  District  - cases  being 
admitted  to  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  Memorial  Hospital,  situated 
nearby. 

This  hospital  is  equipped  with  a modern  operating  theatre 
and  X-ray  plant, 

(10)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  = 32 

Scarlet  Fever  ■ - lli. 

Bacilliary  Dysentry  - 1 Admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

V/hooping  Cough  - 1 5 

Measles  - 1 

Infantile  Paralysis  - 1 Admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified. 

There  was  one  death  from  infantile  paralysis.  This  was  a 
child  of  three  years,  death  occurred  within  four  days  of  onset 
of  symptons.  There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  County,  but 
all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  isolation  are  admitted 
to  the  Cralltysil  Hospital,  Caernarvon. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES 


Pulmonary 

~ 

Total 

10 

Males 

- 2 

Females 

8 

• 'on-Pulmonary 

- 

Total 

2 

Males 

- 1 

Females 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

- 

Total 

3 

N on-Pulmonary 

Males 

2 

Total 

Females 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  MortalJ-ity  during 
1950  in  age  groups 


Age  Periods 

Nev/ 

Respiratory 

taee© 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

2 

5 

1 

10 

2 

15 

2 

1 

20 

1 

25 

1 1 

1 

33 

1 

45 

55 

1 

1 

65. 

1 

75 

Totals 

2 8 

1 1 

2 
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OAUSES  OF  DEATH  1950 


j 


M. 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  2 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  1 
Cancer  Stomach  3 
Cancer  Lung  . 2 
Cancer  Breast  0 
Cancer  other  sites  4 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 
Coronary  disease,  angina  4 
Hypertension  v;ith  heart  disease  1 
Other  heart  diseases  3 
Other  circulatory  disease  3 
Influenza  1 
Pneimionia  -I 
Bronchitis  i 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  0 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 
All  other  accidents  2 
Suicide  2 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

1948 


P. 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

8 

13 

6 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 


Section  47*  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 


No  action  was  found  necessary  during  1930* 


GENERAL 


There  has  been  a sharp  fall  in  the  birth  rate  from  the  1949 
figure.  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  in  1950  v/as  14.58.  In  1949 
the  Birth  rate  was  19.16.  Prom  1944  there  had  been  a steady  increase 
from  16,72  to  19* 16  in  1949* 

The  General  Death  Rate  was  14*87  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  13*98  in  1949* 

The  1949  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7* 

There  \¥ars-  no  Maternal  Deaths  in  1950. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  v/as  0.28  compared  with  0,97  iu 

1949. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  v/as  49*01  compared  with  30.53  in  1949* 

D2^,I.P.Nelis,  L.R.C.P.  & S.I,  D.P.H. 

Dr.  Evan  Williams,  M.R.C.S.j  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1950* 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

With  the  exception  of  Penrhyndeudraeth  the  Council  provides  v/ater 
for  all  the  villages  v/ithin  the  District. 

Shortage  of  water  was  experienced  at  Gellilydan-Maentwrog, 

Croesor  and  Rhyd.  Schemes  to  improve  and  supplement  these  supplies 
were  prepared.  The  Gellilydan-Maentwrog  and  Croesor  schemes  are  now 
being  examined  by  the  Welsh  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 

In  order  to  control  the  supply  and  avoid  wastage  the  Council 
decided  to  install  meters  v/here  the  consumption  is  heaviest. 

SE\YBRAGE 


New  sewers  and  sevvage  disposal  plants  are  being  constructed  at 
Trawsfynydd  and  Talsarnau. 

All  houses  within  the  areas  covered  by  these  schemes  will  be 
properly  drained  for  the  first  tiire  and  privies  converted  into  v/ater 
closets. 

The  Engineers  are  preparing  schemes  of  sewerage  for  Gv/ynfryn 
Village  and  also  improvements  and  extensions  at  Harlech  and  Llanfair. 

HOUSING 

The  Council  completed  the  building  of  78  houses.  Of  these  30 
were  Airey  houses  and  48  brick  built  traditional  houses. 

A tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  building  of  58  houses  at 
Penrhyndeudraethy  6 at  Llanfair  and  6 at  Talsarnau. 

To  date  the  Council  has  built  137  houses.  In  addition  15  houses 
are  requisitioned  and  these  house  17  families. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

The  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  Urban  and  the  Deudraeth  Rural  District 
Councils  jointly  maintain  a full  time  Pest  Officer  to  operate  within 
the  two  districts.  No  major  infestations  were  reported  during  the 
year.  Regular  survey  of  the  two  Districts  is  imdertaken  and  the  sewers 
treated  twice  every  year. 

CLEAN  FOOD 

Bye-laws  for  the  controls  handling  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the 
open  air  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  under  Section  15  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  1938. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  v/ithin  the  district.  Meat 
is  delivered  to  the  shops  from  3 slaughter  houses  outside  the  district, 
viz.  Portmadoc,  Barmouth  and  Blaenau  Ffestiniogo 
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REFUSE  COLLECTI ON 


The  v/crk  is  imdertaken  by  contract  in  every  Parish.  All  the 
villages  are  covered  and  the  collection  is  done  weekly  throughout  the 
district.  Consideration  is  being  given  to  this  work  being  carried 
out  by  the  authority  v/ith  its  own  covered  Refuse  Lorry. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


The  disinfecting  of  rooms  after  infectious  diseases  is  carried 
out  by  forraalin  f-umigation  and  spray.  Bedding  is  destroyed  when 
considered  advisable  and  the  Council  compensate  the  owner.  This 
course  has  to  be  undertaken  as  there  are  no  means  of  steam  disinfecting 
such  articles  within  the  County. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Talsarnau  village  is  to  have  a public  convenience.  Plans  are 
prepared  and  a site  is  to  be  acquired  if  approved  by  the  Planning 
Committee, 


MORRIS  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


10th  March,  1952 


